 I.   The English Reformation

 A. Henry VIII

 1. The Annulment

     a.   At first, the English Reformation was primarily a political affair.  Henry had no legitimate children by his wife, Catherine of Aragon, the aunt of Charles the V, Holy Roman Emperor of Germany and Spain, and the heir of four of Europe's leading dynasties – the Habsburgs of Austria, the Valois of the Burgundy, the Trastamara of the Castile and the House of Aragon – he ruled over extensive domains in Central, Western and Southern Europe, as well as the various Castilian (Spanish) colonies in the Americas and Philippines.

     b.   Henry, despite the connections of his wife, was desperate for a legitimate heir, and worried about the morality of marrying his brother's widow (a special Papal dispensation had been necessary to allow the marriage in the first place), despite the dynastic connections it assured.  When his fancies set upon Anne Boleyn, a daughter of one of the most powerful families in England, he determined to marry her – after no small encouragement from Anne, or the Boleyns in general.

     c.   However, Henry was stymied – not least by Charles' sack of Rome, and capture of the Pope, but also by Charles' current embroilment in his own Reformation!  Thus, for political reasons, England separated itself from the Roman Church, after years of legal wrangling, in 1534.

     d.   Meanwhile, having taken Anne to France on a pre-nuptial honeymoon, Henry was married to her in Westminster Abbey in January 1533. This was made easier by the death of Archbishop Warham, a stalwart opponent of an annulment, after which Henry appointed Thomas Cranmer as his successor as Archbishop of Canterbury; Cranmer was prepared to grant the annulment of the marriage to Catherine as Henry required. Anne gave birth to a daughter, Princess Elizabeth, three months after the marriage. The Pope responded to the marriage by excommunicating both Henry and Cranmer from the Roman Catholic Church.

 2. The White Horse Inn

     a.   A group in Cambridge, which met at the White Horse tavern from the mid 1520s, and became known as "Little Germany" soon became influential: its members included Robert Barnes, Hugh Latimer, John Frith and Thomas Bilney, all eventually to be burned as heretics; but not Thomas Cranmer, then a cautious and critical student of Luther's ideas.[36] Cranmer's change of mind, borne partly by his membership of the team negotiating for the annulment, finally came through his stay with Osiander in Nuremberg in 1532 (whose niece he secretly married).[37] Even then the position was complicated by the fact that the Lutherans were not in favour of the annulment. Cranmer (and Henry) felt obliged to seek assistance from Strassburg and Basel, which brought him into contact with the more radical ideas associated with Zwingli.

     b.   Cromwell's programme, assisted by Anne Boleyn's influence over episcopal appointments, was not merely against the clergy and the power of Rome. He persuaded Henry that safety from political alliances that Rome might attempt to bring together lay in negotiations with the German Lutheran princes. There also seemed to be a possibility that Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, might act to avenge his rejected aunt (Queen Catherine) and enforce the Pope's excommunication. It never came to anything but it brought to England Lutheran ideas: three sacraments only - baptism, eucharist and penance - which Henry was prepared to countenance in order to keep open the possibility of an alliance. More noticeable, and objectionable to many, were the Injunctions, first of 1536 and then 1538. The programme began with the abolition of many feast days, 'the occasion of vice and idleness' which, particularly at harvest time, had an immediate effect on village life. The offerings to images were discouraged, as were pilgrimages - these injunctions took place while monasteries were being dissolved. In some places images were burned on the grounds that they were objects of superstitious devotion, candles lit before images were prohibited, Bibles in both English and Latin were to be bought. Thus did the Reformation begin to affect the towns and villages of England and, in many places, they did not like it.

     c.   The abolition of papal authority made way not for orderly change but for dissension and violence; iconoclasm, destruction, disputes within communities which led to violence, and radical challenge to all forms of faith were daily reported to Cromwell, something which he tried to hide from the King. Once Henry knew what was afoot, he acted. Thus at the end of 1538, a proclamation was issued, among other things, forbidding free discussion of the Sacrament and forbidding clerical marriage, on pain of death. Henry personally presided at the trial of John Lambert in November 1538 for denying the real presence; at the same time, he shared in the drafting of a proclamation giving Anabaptists and Sacramentaries ten days to get out of the country. In 1539 Parliament passed the Six Articles reaffirming Catholic practices such as transubstantiation, clerical celibacy and the importance of confession to a priest and prescribed penalties if anyone denied them. Henry himself observed the Easter Triduum in that year with some display On June 28, 1540 Cromwell, his long time advisor and loyal servant, was executed. Different reasons were advanced: that Cromwell would not enforce the Act of Six Articles, that he had supported Barnes, Latimer and other heretics, and that he was responsible for Henry's marriage to Anne of Cleves, his fourth wife. Many other arrests under the Act followed. Cranmer, it is said, lay low.

     d.   Previously, in 1536, Cromwell had instructed each parish to acquire 'one book of the whole Bible of the largest volume in English' by Easter 1539. This instruction has been largely ignored so a new version the Great Bible largely William Tyndale's English translation of the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures was authorised in August 1537. But by 1539 Henry announced his desire to have it 'corrected' (which Cranmer referred to the universities to undertake).

     e.   In 1549 Cranmer introduced a Book of Common Prayer in English. In 1550, stone altars were exchanged for wooden communion tables, a very public break with the past, as it changed the look and focus of church interiors.  Less visible, but still influential, was the new ordinal which provided for Protestant pastors rather than Catholic priests, an admittedly conservative adaptation of Bucer's draft; its Preface explicitly mentions the historic succession but, it has been described as 'another case of Cranmer's opportunist adoption of mediaeval forms for new purposes'. In 1551, the episcopate was remodelled by the appointment of Protestants to the bench. This removed the obstacle to change which was the refusal of some bishops to enforce the regulations. Henceforth, the Reformation proceeded apace. In 1552 the prayer book, which the conservative Bishop Stephen Gardiner had approved from his prison cell as being "patient of a Catholic interpretation", was replaced by a second much more radical prayer book which altered the shape of the service, so as to remove any sense of sacrifice. Edward's Parliament also repealed his father's Six Articles.

     f.   The Church of England as a whole was Calvinist, as seen in the 39 Articles, the Anglican Homilies, and in John Calvin's correspondence with Edward VI and Thomas Cranmer. The Puritan movement was distinctive from the rest of the church in theology more prescriptive than Calvinism, in legalism, theonomy, and especially – congregationalism. 

     g.   The effect of the resistance was to topple Somerset, as Lord Protector so that in 1549 it was feared by some that the Reformation would cease. The prayer book was the tipping point. But Lisle, now made Earl of Warwick, was made Lord President of the Privy Council and, ever the opportunist (he was to die a public Catholic), saw the further implementation of the reforming policy as a means of defeating his rivals.

 B. Bloody Mary

 1. From 1553, under the reign of Henry's Roman Catholic daughter, Mary I, the Reformation legislation was repealed and Mary sought to achieve the reunion with Rome. Her first Act of Parliament was to retroactively validate Henry's marriage to her mother and so legitimise her claim to the throne. Achieving her objective was however, not straightforward. The Pope was only prepared to accept reunion when church property disputes had been settled, which, in practice, meant allowing those who had bought former church property to keep it. 'Only when English landowners had secured their claims did Julius III's representative arrive in November 1554 to reconcile the realm'.[68] Thus did Cardinal Pole arrive to become Archbishop of Canterbury in Cranmer's place. Mary could have had Cranmer, imprisoned as he was, tried and executed for treason - he had supported the claims of Lady Jane Grey - but she had resolved to have him tried for heresy. His recantations of his Protestantism would have been a major coup for her. Unhappily for her, he unexpectedly withdrew his recantations at the last minute as he was to be burned at the stake, thus ruining her government's propaganda victory.

 2. If Mary was to secure England for Catholicism, she needed an heir. On the advice of the Holy Roman Emperor she married his son, Phillip II of Spain; she needed to prevent her Protestant half-sister Elizabeth from inheriting the Crown and thus returning England to Protestantism. There was opposition, and even a rebellion in Kent (led by Sir Thomas Wyatt); even though it was provided that Phillip would never inherit the kingdom if there was no heir, received no estates and had no coronation. He was there to provide an heir. But she never became pregnant; her apparent pregnancy was, in fact, the beginnings of stomach cancer. Ironically, another blow fell. Pope Julius died and his successor, Paul IV declared war on Phillip and recalled Pole to Rome to have him tried as a heretic. Mary refused to let him go. The support which she might have expected from a grateful Pope was thus denied her.

 3. After 1555, the initial reconciling tone of the regime began to harden. The medieval heresy laws were restored. The so-called Marian Persecutions of Protestants ensued and 283 Protestants were burnt at the stake for heresy. This resulted in the Queen becoming known as 'Bloody Mary', due to the influence of John Foxe, one of the Protestants who fled Marian England. Foxe's Book of Martyrs recorded the executions in such detail that it became Mary's epitaph; Convocation subsequently ordered that Foxe's book should be placed in every cathedral in the land. In fact, while those who were executed after the revolts of 1536, and the St. David's Down rebellion of 1549, and the unknown number of monks who died for refusing to submit, may not have been tried for heresy, they certainly exceeded that number by some amount. Even so, the heroism of some of the martyrs was an example to those who witnessed them, so that in some places it was the burnings that set people against the regime.

 4. The Oxford Martyrs were tried for heresy in 1555 and subsequently burnt at the stake in Oxford, England, for their religious beliefs and teachings.  The three martyrs were the bishops Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, and the Archbishop Thomas Cranmer. They were tried at University Church of St Mary the Virgin, the official church of Oxford University on the High Street. The martyrs were imprisoned at the former Bocardo Prison near the still extant St Michael at the Northgate church (at the north gate of the city walls) in Cornmarket Street. The door of their cell is on display in the tower of the church.  The martyrs were burnt at the stake just outside the city walls to the north, where Broad Street is now located. Latimer and Ridley were burnt on 16 October, 1555. Cranmer was burnt five months later on 21 March 1556.   A small area cobbled with stones forming a cross in the centre of the road outside the front of Balliol College marks the site. The Victorian spire-like Martyrs' Memorial, at the south end of St Giles' nearby, commemorates the events.  These events are also claimed to be the inspiration for the nursery rhyme "Three Blind Mice".

 5. There was a slow consolidation in Catholic strength in her latter years. The reconciled Catholic, Edmund Bonner, Bishop of London, produced a catechism and a collection of homilies; the printing press was widely put into use in the production of primers and other devotional materials; recruitment to the English clergy began to rise after almost a decade; repairs to churches long neglected were put in hand. In the parishes 'restoration and repair continued, new bells were bought, and churches' ales produced their bucolic profits'.  Commissioners visited to ensure that altars were restored, roods rebuilt and vestments and plate purchased. Moreover, Pole was determined to do more than remake the past. His insistence was on scripture, teaching and education and on improving the moral standards of the clergy. It is difficult to determine how far Catholic devotion, with its belief in the saints and in purgatory, had even been broken; certainties, especially those which drew upon men's purses, had been shaken - benefactions to the church did not return significantly; trust in clergy who had been prepared to change their minds and were now willing to leave their new wives - as they were required to do - was bound to have weakened. Few monasteries were reinstated; nor were chantries and gilds in any number. It has been said that parish religion was marked by 'religious and cultural sterility, though some have observed enthusiasm, marred only by the poor harvests which produced poverty and want. What was needed was time. Thus, such was the mood that Protestants secretly ministering to underground congregations, such as Thomas Bentham, were planning for a long haul, a ministry of survival. Mary's death in December 1558, childless and without her having made provision for a Catholic to succeed her, undid that consolidation.

 C. Succession

 1. Elizabeth I crowned Queen (1558-1603)

     a.   The Act of Uniformity in 1559 set the order of prayer to be used in the English Book of Common Prayer. Every man had to go to church once a week or be fined 12 pence (equivalent to just over £11 in 2007), a considerable sum for the poor. With this act Elizabeth I made it a legal obligation to go to church every Sunday.

     b.   The Act of Supremacy 1559 (1 Eliz, c. 1) was an Act of the Parliament of England, passed under the auspices of Queen Elizabeth I of England. It replaced the original Act of Supremacy 1534 issued by Elizabeth's father, Henry VIII, which arrogated ecclesiastical authority to the monarchy, and which had been repealed by Mary I of England. Along with the Act of Uniformity 1559 it made up what is generally referred to as the Elizabethan Religious Settlement.



     c.   The Pilgrims

         i .   This congregation held Separatist beliefs comparable to nonconforming movements (i.e., groups not in communion with the Church of England) led by Henry Barrowe, John Greenwood and Robert Browne. Unlike conforming Puritan groups who maintained their membership in and allegiance to the Church of England, Separatists held that their differences with the Church of England were irreconcilable and that their worship should be organized independently of the trappings, traditions and organization of a central state church. Unlike the Puritans the Pilgrims left England seeking a complete physical separation. 

         ii .    The penalties for conducting unofficial services included imprisonment and larger fines. Under the policy of this time, Barrowe and Greenwood were executed for sedition in 1593.

 2. James VI and the English Renaissance (1603-1625)

     a.   Under James, England had a period of peace, during which Shakespeare, Bacon, and others flourished

     b.   Others, however, did not fare as well.

         i .   Future Pilgrims flee

            a).   Founded by English Separatists, late from a stay in Holland where they fled to escape persecution

            b).   It had been hoped that when James came to power, a reconciliation allowing independence would be possible, but the Hampton Court Conference of 1604 denied substantially all the concessions requested by Puritans, save for an English translation of the Bible. Following the Conference, in 1605, Clyfton was declared a nonconformist and stripped of his position at Babworth. 

            c).   Upon Hutton's 1606 death, Tobias Matthew was elected as his replacement. Matthew, one of James' chief supporters at the 1604 conference, promptly began a campaign to purge the archdiocese of nonconforming influences, both separatists and papists. Disobedient clergy were replaced, and prominent Separatists were confronted, fined, and imprisoned. He is credited with driving recusants out of the country.

            d).   At about the same time, Brewster arranged for a congregation to meet privately at the Scrooby manor house. Beginning in 1606, services were held with Clyfton as pastor, John Robinson as teacher and Brewster as the presiding elder. Shortly thereafter, Smyth and members of the Gainsborough group moved on to Amsterdam. Brewster is known to have been fined £20 (2005 equivalent: about £2000) in absentia for his non-compliance with the church. This followed his September 1607 resignation from the postmaster position, about the time that the congregation had decided to follow the Smyth party to Amsterdam.

            e).   Scrooby member William Bradford, of Austerfield, kept a journal of the congregation's events that would later be published as Of Plymouth Plantation. Of this time, he wrote:

            f).   But after these things they could not long continue in any peaceable condition, but were hunted & persecuted on every side, so as their former afflictions were but as flea-bitings in comparison of these which now came upon them. For some were taken & clapt up in prison, others had their houses besett & watcht night and day, & hardly escaped their hands; and ye most were faine to flie & leave their howses & habitations, and the means of their livelehood.

     c.   Involvement in leadup to the Synod of Dordt

         i .   Ultimately, at least 150 of the congregation did make their way to Amsterdam, meeting up with the Smyth party (Who we will meet up with later), who had joined with the Exiled English Church led by Francis Johnson (1562-1617), Barrowe's successor. The Scrooby party remained there for about one year, citing growing tensions between Smyth and Johnson.

         ii .   In other words, the Pilgrims were involved both in the Remonstrance of the Arminians, as well as the Baptists, as they were all in the Netherlands at this time!  They were also involved with religious issues in Scotland, related to James' decision to interfere, as the Scots say it, with their Presbyterian faith.

         iii .   However, the Pilgrims decided to leave right before the Remonstrance was addressed, at the Synod of Dordt, and applied for a charter for land in the new World.  They departed in 1620.

 3. Charles I (1625-1649)

     a.   Civil War

         i .   First English Civil War  (1642-1646)

         ii .   The Solemn League and Covenant

            a).   The Solemn League and Covenant was an agreement between the Scottish Covenanters and the leaders of the English Parliamentarians. It was agreed to in 1643, during the First English Civil War.

            b).   The Protestant leaders of the embattled English parliament, faced with the threat of Irish Catholic troops joining with the Royalist army, requested the aid of the Scots. The Presbyterian Covenanters promised their aid against the 'papists', on condition that the Scottish system of church government was adopted in England. This was acceptable to the majority of the English Long Parliament, as many of them were presbyterians, while others preferred allying with the Scots to losing the Civil War.

            c).   After some haggling a document called the "Solemn League and Covenant" was drawn up. This was practically a treaty between England and Scotland for the preservation of the reformed religion in Scotland, the reformation of religion in England and Ireland "according to the word of God and the example of the best reformed churches," and the extirpation of popery and prelacy. It did not explicitly mention presbyterianism, and included some ambiguous formulations which left the door open to the English Independents, another strong faction on the English Parliamentary side, particularly in the parliamentary armies. It was subscribed to by many in England, Scotland, and Ireland, approved by the English Long Parliament, and, with some slight modifications, by the Westminster Assembly of Divines. (Who we will talk about momentarily)

         iii .   Second English Civil War (1648)

         iv .   Third English Civil War

     b.   Confessions

         i .   Westminster Confession 1643 – appointed to it, by Parliament!

            a).   The purpose of the Westminster Assembly, in which 121 Puritan clergymen participated, was to provide official documents for the reformation of the Church of England. The Church of Scotland had recently overthrown its bishops and adopted presbyterianism (see Bishops' Wars). For this reason, as a condition for entering into the alliance with England, the Scottish Parliament formed the Solemn League and Covenant with the English Parliament, which meant that the Church of England would abandon episcopalianism and consistently adhere to Calvinistic standards of doctrine and worship. The Confession and Catechisms were produced in order to secure the help of the Scots against the king.

         ii .   First London Baptist Confession (1644)

            a).   This confession was the response of the newborn Baptist faith to the Westminster Assembly's paedobaptistic, and at least nominally Magesterial confession.  

            b).   It differs not a whit in it's open Calvinism, nor does it differ in the vast majority of its doctrinal stances.  It is a Baptist response that affirms their orthodoxy, while stressing their differences in some points of doctrinal distinctions.

 D. The Protectorate (1653-1660)

 1. Lord Protector (1657-1659)

 E. The Restoration

 1. Charles II takes the throne (1660-1685)

 2. The Clarendon Code

     a.   The Clarendon Code was a series of four legal statutes passed between 1661-1665 which effectively re-established the supremacy of the Anglican Church after the interlude of Cromwell's Commonwealth, and ended toleration for dissenting religions. 

     b.   The Code was named for Edward Hyde, 1st Earl of Clarendon, who was Charles II's Lord Chancellor. Clarendon enforced the laws despite his personal opposition to many of the provisions of the Code.

     c.   Corporation Act (1661) - This first of the four statutes which made up the Clarendon Code required all municipal officials to take Anglican communion, formally reject the Solemn League and Covenant of 1643. The effect of this act was to exclude Nonconformists from public office.

     d.   Act of Uniformity (1662) - This second statute made use of the Book of Common Prayer compulsory in religious service. Upwards of 2000 clergy refused to comply with this act, and were forced to resign their livings.

     e.   Coventicle Act (1664) - This act forbade coventicles (a meeting for unauthorized worship) of more than 5 people who were not members of the same household. The purpose was to prevent dissenting religious groups from meeting.

     f.   Five-Mile Act (1665) - This final act of the Clarendon Code was aimed at Nonconformist ministers, who were forbidden from coming within 5 miles of incorporated towns or the place of their former livings. They were also forbidden to teach in schools. This act was not rescinded until 1812.

     g.   Effect of the Code. The Clarendon Code effectively ended any possibility of the Anglican Church and Nonconformists coming together under one religious and social banner. The religions of Britain were deeply polarized, and religious intolerance would be an ever-present feature of British life for at least the next century.

 3. Bunyan imprisoned (1660)

 4. Cromwell exhumed, hanged, beheaded (1661)

 F. James II (1685-1688)

 1. Attempted to establish religious liberty, but was suspected of trying to restore Catholicism

 G. The Glorious Revolution (1688)

 1. William and Mary

 2. Bill of Rights, 1689

 II.   European Baptist History

 A. The Anabaptists


 1. Zwickau Prophets and Wittenburg

     a.   While Luther is gone, these “prophets” influence Karlstadt and even Melancthon, and incite Luther to return, and give some form to the Wittenburg reformation

     b.   Nicholas Storch and Markus Stubner were the two apocalyptic prophets who came preaching the abolishment of the papacy, infant baptism, the incipient end of all things, and gave as their authority, special revelation.

     c.   Luther's first encounter with someone who is called “Anabaptist” is negative, and the same is true with the rest of the Reformers

 2. Peasants Revolt, Luther, and the Magesterium

     a.   Luther toyed with the idea of a “free” church, but the experience of the Peasant's Revolt, and the unwillingness of the princes to support anyone who opposes infant baptism – which was the foundation for their tax rolls – convinced him that such an idea was non-feasible

     b.   The Peasant's Revolt 

         i .   Resulted in 100,000 deaths, the largest popular uprising until the French Revolution, involved nearly 300,000 insurgents

         ii .   Fomented, in many aspects, by Thomas Muenzer, a former follower turned anabaptists, who was also related peripherally to the Zwickau Prophets

 3. Menno Simons

     a.   Dutch anabaptist, founder of the Mennonites

     b.   "The regenerated do not go to war, nor engage in strife. They are children of peace who have 'beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning forks, and know no war' (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:3). ... Our weapons are not weapons with which cities and countries may be destroyed, walls and gates broken down, and human blood shed in torrents like water. But they are weapons with which the spiritual kingdom of the devil is destroyed. ... Christ is our fortress; patience our weapon of defense; the Word of God our sword. ... Iron and metal spears and swords we leave to those who, alas, regard human blood and swine’s blood of well-nigh equal value."

     c.   Men like this were lumped together with...

 4. Munster

     a.   Jan of Leiden – after the peasant's revolt, he and a band of others basically took over the town of Munster

     b.   They instituted adult baptism.... polygamy (Jan had 16 wives – and executed one in the city square), and all sorts of... whacky... things.  Claimed to be a new David, that Munster was the New Jerusalem, instituted socialism, and prepared to take over the rest of the world, justifying himself by “new revelation.”

     c.   A combined Catholic/Lutheran Army (!!) besieged Munster, captured Jan and his compatriots, and three of them were tortured, placed in cages, executed, and hung... in 3 cages... at the top of St. Lambert's cathedral.  This was in 1536.  Know when the cages were taken down?  Around world war 1!  

 5. Next

 6. Next

 B. The English Baptists

 1. Early period

     a.   Smith and Helwys

     b.   Jacob, Lathrop, Jessey – 1644, 

     c.   1689 (1677) London Baptist - response to the Clarendon Code, with the return of the Stuarts

     d.   Benjamin Keach

         i .   The famous Dr. Keach, instrumental in the formulation of the 1644 London Baptist Confession, the most prolific Baptist, aside from John Gill

 2. Middle period

     a.   General Baptists – General Baptists fall apart due to Deism/Socinianism, become unitarian – remade under Dan Taylor

     b.   Particular Baptists

         i .   John Gill

         ii .   J.C. Ryland

         iii .   Hyper-calvinists (Brine)

 3. Late period

     a.   The Baptist Union

         i .   Fuller

            a).   Bio

            b).   Importance

         ii .   Carey

            a).   Bio

            b).   Importance

         iii .   Judson

            a).   Bio

            b).   Importance

     b.   Strict Baptists

         i .   The Gospel Standard

         ii .   The Gospel Herald-Earthen Vessel

     c.   The Prince of Preachers

         i .   Bio

         ii .   The Downgrade Controversy

 C. Others

Further Study: 

�	 By His Grace and For His Glory, Dr. Tom Nettles


�	 Church History Lessons  - Dr. James White, Lecture 39, 46, 47





